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ADVERTISEMENT. 


4 HE following obſervations * are drawn vp in I 
I order to promote religious intercourſe among — 
Chriſtians. Thoſe who are ſeriouſly diſpoſed to 
ſeek after the knowledge and favour of God, may 
perhaps eaſily find a few of their neighhouwrs or ac 
agauaintance willing to engage in the ſame purſuit. 
And with a view to their Encouragement and Di. - 
reection, the Example is here propoſed of the k 
ligious Societies formed in and near London at the 
dlaoſe of the laſt Century. The particulars relating 
to them are extracted from an Account publiſhed 
by Dr. Woodward, and now diſperſed by the Society 
| for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, As that Society 
„ conſiſts of the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and almoſt 
all the moſt reſpectable Clergy of the eſtabliſned HE 
Church, it is hoped that their Sanction to the plan 
„ warmly recommended by Di. Woodward, will 
obviate the objections of thoſe who miſunderſtand TT 
or miſrepreſent. the purpoſes of all religious So- 
Kieties, though formed in the boſom of the Church, 


Az 85 The | 


The Rules and Or . of thoſe Seen wh. duch 

| variations as may tend to make them more generally = 
uſeful, are ſubjoined to this little Tract. Their 
= Devotion: are alſo preſented near ly 1 in their original 


form. The Regulations for religious converſation f 
are taken from a ſmall treatiſe publiſhed | by the 


f Rev. Mr. Walker, of Truro, for the uſe of ſome . 
BO religious Societies | in his Pariſh, 1 


B. EDWARDS. 


| ADVAN- 


ADVANTAGES, &c. 8 


A 5 * Iron ſharpeneth Iron, fo a Man ſharpen- 
I eth the countenance of his friend,” Prov. El 
xxvii. 17. If a man has any difficult work in hand, 
he i is glad to join in counſel, with thoſe who are Rs : 
der the ſame diſliculties, and have the ſame object 

in view: And the advantages of this Union are - 5 
x ſeen clearly enough! in worldly things, Why ſhould _ 
leſs benefit be derived from it in the things which 
concern the Soul's health ? Of all purſuits, peo- 
ple can join in this with the leaſt danger of falling 
out by the way. Heaven is large enough for all, : 
- there can be no jealouſy among thoſe who ſtrive to | 
enter there, as if one man's ſucceſs would be ano- 1 
| ther” s loſs. And although the Way ro eternal Life 
be narrow, there is no day ger of being incommoded 85 
by numbers. be plain directions to the Kingdom 
of God, which are written in the Bible, frequently 
mention the mere and the neceſſity of Union 
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3 1 mutnal Aﬀfiftance, many all who i are jour- © 
neying through this ſtate of trial. And the Expe- 
rience of all thoſe who have ever joined in ſerious = 
_ Chriſtian Converſation with any deſire of improve - 


1 ment, will be the beſt comment upon the teſtimo- 
nies of God's Word. Solomon ſays, Eccles. iv. 3 


. Javo are better than one; becauſe they have a 
7 good reward for their labour (their joint labours 


f almoſt inſuring ſucceſs) 66 « for if they fall, the one ail : ” | 


ft up his fellow : but awoe to him that is alone avhen he 


5 falleth ; 7 for he hath not another to help him up. 


The dine Precepts : are in every reſpect ſuch as 
ET. PR to promote our real happineſs. But none more 


evidently than thoſe which admoniſh Chriſtians to + 


aſſociate with each other, | in order to their mutual 


5 Comfort, Advice, and Edification. The Apoſtolic 
W,ritings abound with Exhortations of this Nature, 


Kom. xv. 14. © Tam perſuaded of you my brethren, 


as ye alſo are full of geoduſe, filled with all dne. 
| ledge, able a Iſo to admon' ij one andy, 1 Col. 2; 76 


aw et the Ji /ord of Chrif dabell in you 8 in all wiſe | 
15 dom, teat bing and admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, | 


| aud Hymns, and Spiritual Songs.” Heb. iii. 13. Ex- 


Hhuort ine auother daily awhile #66 called to-day ; left any 


of you be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of Sin.“ 
And chap. x. 24, 25, Wet us conſider one another, 
5 10 provoke unto Love and good Works, not forſaking the 
Gy affembling of ourſelves together (as the manner of ome 
is) but exhorting one another, and ſo much the more as 
* 7 e * Ns pony. '—Theſe Words of Scrip- 
rb ture 


io 


ture ew us, in the moſt clear and convincing man. 
ner, that it is no leſs the duty chan the privilege of 

| Chriftians, to hold frequent communion with each 
other; and to aflemble together for their mutual 

Edification. Indeed it is impoſhble for one who is 

| really a Chriſtian not to defire to converſe of thoſe 
things which relate to his Salvation. When the af. 
fections are ſet. upon things above, and drawn off = 

| from things upon Earth, the mind will be frequently ” 


occupied in ſerious conſideration of the Progreſs 


that has been made, of the Difficulties ſtill hing in = 
the way, and of the Me ns by which they may be. 
beſt ſurmounted. 0 here theſe thoughts are in the 
| heart, they will find vent at every favourable oppor - 8 
tunity; and what can be ſo favourable as the Society . 
8 of thoſe who are imprefled with corre ſponding Sen- 
timents; filled with the ſame delires, t the ſame 3 joys q 
and ſorrows, the {fame hopes and fears, lerving the 5 
fame. Matter, perhaps involy ed in, or recently e- 
ſcaped from the ſame tri 6 and dickculties? Such 
: perſons may take ſweet : nd profitable counſel to- 
gether; for, 5 as in Water face anſfevereth to face, Fo: 
the heart of man to man.” Prov. XX\ ii. 19. We are 
moreover aflured, that ſuch conver{:tion 18 highly ; 


grateful to Almighty God, and all have his bleſ- 


ling. For it is written in the Prophet Malachi, iii. 
16. of ſome, who in the nidſt of a finful generation, 
were not aſhamed of their Maker, but honoured | 


bim in this religious Duty: © Then they that feared 
the Lord » [pake often one to another; and IHE Lon 
1 5 HEARKENED 


* 
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— AND HEARD IT, ads book of remens- 


DG France was written before him for them that feared the 
Lord, aud that thought upon his Name. And THEY 


SHALL BE MINE faith the Lord of Hoſts, in that day 


Le when T make up my Feels; and | WILL SPARE THEM, ; 
2 Man ſpareth his om Son that ſerweth him. Then 
f hall ye return, and d. iſcern between the righteous and the 5 


| wicked, between him that e God, aud him * 
955 n * 20t. 


This = dan eſtabliſhed 1 upon fo firm a baſis, = 


Et: "od fo ſtrongly enjoined | in the Word of God; let 


as many of vs as are willing to ſerve God, Seer : 
how we may beſt | put it in practice. Let us remem- Z 
ber that our {ole object, being to obtain the know- 
ledge and favour of God, and to profit our immortal 
Souls, we mult not fink under every difficulty that 


may occur, oi give up fo important a point at the 


_ firſt appearance "of oppoſition. It is“ the Nothful 
= man who faith there i 15 a Lion in the ways"! Prov. i 
. xxvi. 13. 
= Jha perſuaded that many of als who Re a 

| ſerious concern ſor their Souls, are yet prevented 
from enjoying the privilege and the advantages of 
| religious conference with each other, by the want 
e opportunities of being often together; or when 
they are together, are reſtrained by a falſe ſhame _ 
from expreſſing thoſe ſentiments which they really 
feel. And too often, a check is put to any edifying 


converſation by the Fe of thoſe, who (con- 


_ | 


Eos C oe ans. a ez 


I'S. 


| fining all dei « own views and LITER to the things 75 
of this Life) cannot bear the ſerious mention „ 
of the bleſſings of the next, or of the means by | 
- which they are to be obtained. * But even amongſt | 
religious perſons, the converſation is too apt to fall 
into a light and trifling ſtrain L and too much of that 
” diſcourſe which relates only to religious prople or . 
opinions is not more profitable than the ordinary _ 
communications of men wholly ſenſual and worldly, _ 
The great pur poſe. of forwarding their own ang 
each other's ſouls in the ways of real godlineſs, 5 
often forgotten amidſt the diſcuſſion of the merits - 
5 of this or that Preacher, or ſuch remarks upon the 5 
mere externals of Religion as can have no ſalutary 


- influence upon. eithe r F aith or Practice. 0 


It has appeared « to many, "that wel diffeultie⸗ = 

andi inconveniencies are beſt provided againſt, when 
thoſe who are ſeriouſly diſpoſed, meet together at Y 

ſtated times, for the expreſs purpoſe of mutual Edi- 

ration.” The winde of a ew perſons thus aſſembling 
| | themſelves 1 


* It may 3 Bee to caution Tt wha are thus 
reſtrained from ſpeaking of what is neareſt to their own. 
5 hearts, that they do not judge too naſtily, that thoſe about 
them have a diſlike to any ſerious converſation. Fre- 

quently has ſuch converſation been avoided on account 
of thoſe who would not only have borne it patiently, but 
would gladly have joined in it. It was the ſaying of one 


who well knew the value of Chyiſtian Communion, that 


you ſhould never call people Swine until they Barn 2 


| REFUSED your PRArls.” 


' = » 


85 e together, are more attenti ve to 11 object 
ſet before them; they come in a prepared Tame 5 
they unite in calling upon God to bleis them; and ---- 
they have the higheſt reaſon to truſt in the comple- 4 
tion of that promiſe given by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« WHERE TWO OR THREE | ARE GATHERED ro- . 
5 TER IN MY. Nang, THERE AM I IN THE | 
uipsr OF THEM.” Matt. xviii. 20. Bleſſed is that 
5 Company, however deſpiſed of men, where the ba 


viour of the world is thus eſpecially preſent !— 


- Chriſtians in all ages have profeſſed to believe in the 

| | Communion of « Saints ; ; and although many, as at this 55 
5 day, have ſolemnly repeated thoſe words i in their 
| Creed, without having ever underſtood or con- 

ſidered what they mean; t yet all thoſe who have 5 

really believed that article of the Chriſtian faith, 
have doubtleſs endeavoured to ſecure the advantages 
of ſuch communion, by thoſe means which they 
judged moſt expedient, We have a particular ac- 
count of a remarkable and ſucceſsful attempt made 


for this purpoſe, by ſome very excellent perſons a- 


1 bout a century ago. Dr. ä Woodward, Mi- 
% niſter 5 
t Viz. That holy intercourſe, relation, and Fr ON Ef 
= | hip, which true Believer's in Chriſt have with him, and 
with each other.” Scillingfleet s Catechiſm. 


2; „By the CoMMUN10N oF SAINTS 18 underſtood, that ys | 
IT | Heavenly Fellowſhip, which all the faithful have with 


_ Chriſt their head, and with the Members of his body ; ; 


| all true Chriſtians, the whole Church thus communica- 
ting with Chriſt, and every Member one with anochetg. wy 


- ii. 19, 21. e Uſher. 


ee 


i e r « * 
ee eee 9 


5 wiſer of Poplar, 14 well known for bis many ul 1 
7 ful religious Publications, has tranſmitted to us "= 
view of the plan on which they ſet out, and the 

rules and orders to which they adhered, w hich ma 
be of great uſe to any that ure willing. to follow 5 
| their example. His treatiſe i 1s entitled, 9 An account Ge 
of the Riſe and Progreſs, of the rel geol. Soci teties in the 

g City of London, Se. and off their E ndeawours for Re- 125 

Formation of Wanners,” Theſe Societies confilted _ 
for the moſt part, of young men, who being impreſ- — 
ſed with a duc ſenſe of the value of their ſouls, and — 
of the neceſſity of a religions Life, had the courage | 
"00 eſpouſe the cauſe of Chriſt, in the midſt of the 
very corrupt reign of ing Charles the Second. 
Their zeal. appe- re to have been tempered and di- ED 

rected by much found knowledge ; f they adhered 5 

ſtediaſtiy to the eſtabliſhed Church, and were re- 

markable for their brotherly kindneſs and affection. 5 

F e:Cl, other, 'The Rulc: : by which they were 
governed, varied in different Societies; but agreed | 
in the main with thoſe given at the end of this Trea- 

- tiſe ; ; having the ſame end 1 in view ,—the attainment = 

Tp of found & 20Ww edge. and real prachc | godlineſs. = 

+ Their firſt Celign looked no farther than to their 2 

own mutual Af; ſtance and Conſolation in their 

Chriſtion warfare : that by: their interchanged coun- 

ſels and ex! ortations wry miokt the better maintain 

their ioteg; oy, in che midſt of a 28 5 and creoked _ 
enero 


F Vide Dr. Woodward's Account. p. 44, uc. 


— . ” 1 "IE 1 2 Fg —— 2 . A 
4 LS 5 — £ "0p" 5 — r 1 > ” l N 
8 * - — * — — — . "=" — — we 
— 8 — * —— — i nas Rear 0 3 lf . 
r — — — Þ N — 4 W- . —— 


4 — 


7 


generation, Bur as their ſenſe of the bleſedneſs of nt 
Religion, and the value of immortal fouls increaſed, 
they could not but exerciſe compaſſion towards fuch | 
3 8 diſcovered. little concern about theiz im . 5 
| matters. This inclined t em to ende vour, by __ 
1 courſe with their equaintance, in Proper ſeal ns, 
to preſs upon them thoſe divine arguments, u. here 
buy they bad then ſelves been routed out of a ſtate of 
carnal inſ nſibility. And finding that the Grace of Fl 
God many times ſeconded theſe Chriſtian admoni- Foe 
© tions to good effect, they became more habitu; ited. ” 
10 good diſcourſe, eſpecially where there was any 
- probability of a civil acceptance of it. At one of 
their early Aſſemblies, they made a private order 
that every one ſhould endeavour to bring in one 
bother perſon at the leaſt into their Society. This . 
| they did with good effeR, for Dr. W oodward heard 
. 2 very ſerious perſon bleſs God with great affection, 
that ever they made ſuch an Order and took ſuch _ . 
2 Reſolutions : For, ſaid he, this put one of tbem 
upon diſcourſe with me, about thoſe things which _ 
till that time 1 had lietle minded; and which now 


This may recommend good 
Piſcourſe upon all. proper occaſions in company; 


I never can forget.“ 


which, where ever it is piouſſy deſigned and ſeri- 


: ouſly performed, will be bleſſed of God to more 
: excellent purpoſes thay we can without trial con- 


= ceire. 4 


Thus 
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Thus theſe religious Societies grew 5 nd increiifed, 
. "a (contrary to their own inclinations*) they be- 
came very conſpicuous. Which ſtill brought other 
pFoung men who were of ſober inclinations to Join 
them; and as they multiplied i in diſtant parts of the 
City, they erected new Societies by the pattern of 
_ the old. This conſpicuons advancement of theſe | 
8 Societies in number and repute, gave occaſion o 
5 ſome miſtaken or ill. affected perſons to miſrepreſent 1 
them to the Biſhop, as leading to ſchiſm, {ſpiritual 
. pride, and many other ill conſequences. And this 
1 alſo made their names more public than ever they 
thought or deſired to have them. For now they 
were obliged to appear and juſtify their under- _ 
5 5 taking, which they did in a very humble and ſolid e 
Apology, addreſſed to the Lord Biſhop of London; 5 
wherein they humbly aſſured his Lordſhip, that 5 
their only deſign was, to quicken each other” af. 
fections towards ſpiritual things, and to advance . 
_ - their preparations for another world; and to this 
5 end, to aſſiſt each other to live! in all reſpects . 
Lecometh the Goſpel. And that th ey defired to pro- 
ſecute this Chriſtian deſign, by none. but Chriſtian 
methods; 4 with due reſpect to their ſuperiors in 
Church and State, and without t giving any cauſe of 


CV 


- For they frequently minded each other, nat 6 wks 85 
any mention of their being of ſuch or ſuch a Society, but 

| only to make their holy lives to teſtify that they w ere | 
real Sr Idid. Sz. 52. | 
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Hook offence to o any one. 10 1 their Vindication ap- 55 
peared ſo reaſonable and ſatisfactory, their Aſemn: 
5 blies ſo regular, and ſubordinate to the public 8 
ſhip; and their deſigns ſo truly Chriſtian and in- ; 
_ offenſive, (all which was atteſted by ſeveral eminent BE 

7 Divines on their behalf) that his Lordſhip diſmiſſed 
them with theſe words; < God for bid, that # ſhould | 


. be je againſt fuch excellent deſigns.”? 


Indeed they have given duch meek. od Full Og 

5 ſw ers to every objection, that they have rendered it-- 
very difficult tor any lover of Piety, or any one 5 
5 w ho knows, and defires to promote the intereſts os 
the Reformation, to make any reaſonable Wo 


- - againſt their Orders or Deſigns. 


It is remarked by ſome who have made enquiry : 
into the matter, that it has ſcarcely ever happened d 
that auy perſon who could be truly ſaid to be of 
theſe Societi. 8, hath fallen from the public com- 
munion to any ſect or ſeparation. And as to the 
dark and diſmal caſe of ſome tew of the m, who after | 
aan appcarance of zeal for this pious. Vicertaking, 
have fallen off to vanity and vice; it is like the 
cutting aff a member, to the reſt of the body. They - 
_ conſider it with piercing griet and affliction; ; though . 
it be no new thing in every profeſſion of Religion 


to have ſome falſe brethren, The firſt planters of- 


Chriſtianity had reaſon to figh over the apoſtacy 


1 Judas, a Nicholas, 1 a Demas, whom the 
love of this preſent avorld had enſuared. * And T N 
mention this (ays Dr, W oodward) that erer one 
5 who. 


> 


43 


who maketh a profeſſion of Religion, and Sink Ns. 
5 that he flandeth, may take heed left he fall; and that 
they may dig deep, and lay a firm foundation in 
Faith, Lowlineſs of Mind, and ſound Knowledge E 
of the things of our Salvation ; and that they be 
5 very ſtrict in Chriſtian watchfulneſs, and in morti- 


fication of the deſires of Sin; and in countermining 


5 rhe inward workings of corruption even to their | 
. nes end.“ % Oo 5 
- To ſhun this fatal danger of e from 
- God, and reverfing their vows made to him; it was 
the practice of all theſe Societies to pirtake ore. 
holy Supper of the Lord, as frequently as they 
wight ; thereby to devote themſelves afreſh to their 
good Maſter, and to confirm their purpoſes of per · 
petual ſerviee to him, and as a means of receiving 
ſpiritual ſtrength from bim, ſo to do. And by tlis 
N care to acquit their conſcjerces as to this laſt. 
command of their dy ing Lord, many of them, „rough 
the Grace of God, attained to that excellent primi- 
tive temper, of fr equently communicating without | 
growing for mal ; not leflening a due rev erence by 
the frequency of it, nor extinguiſhing the proper 5 


exerciſes of divine 1 ove, Tha nkfulneſs, and Joy at 


this holy Sacr ifice of Praiſe, as ſome pre dos 1 


by exceſſive and unſeaſonable terror and dread. 


They by no means, howev er, conſined their at- 

1 tention to theſe duties of Pzety, but alſo took eſpecial 7 
Care to: put on that Charity which is the bond of per- 7 

fettnyfi. Coloſl. 111. 14. More aftectionate towards 


„„ 
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0 each — than moſt edn Le B they were 
=; alſo far from rigid cenſure and unkind treatment of 
any ſorts of Chriſtians. 7 The catalogue of thoſe 
duties which they made it their ſerious endeavour 
to practiſe, ſhews their ſolicitous care to preſerve a 
conſcience void of offence towards God, and towards 
_ Man. Their alms, according to their ability, were Z 
_ conſiderable; ; and their manner of giving them to 
the fick and diſtreſſed, frequently rendered them 
doubly | beneficial. For ſending their bounty by the 
hands of ſome of their moſt ſerious members, their 
ſeaſonable diſcourſe, ſuitable to the affliction of the 
perſon or family which they relieved, many times 


oh proved the better charity of the , 


As theſe ſober young men found great joy in = the | 
ſerious application of their own ſouls to religious 125 
matters, and in the ſociety of thoſe who joined with 
them in it, ſo were they not a little grieved from 
| day to day by the profane and filthy converſation _ 
of ſuch as proclaimed their contempt of God and 
Religion in the open ſtreets, Whilſt they longed : 
in their minds for a legal ſuppreſſion of theſe enor- 
mities, they were ſenſible that it muſt needs be as 
* a oe of charity to by) ing a Pain perſon py 
by 


8 Thoſe * et aim at 3 Chriſtianity Th 9 it 1 
9 wherever they find it; and it has been obſerved abroad, 


that where the Lutherans and Calviniſts have fallen into 


theſe means of advancing true Piety, they become more 
meek and Kind, that is more CURISTIAN-LIEE one to 


| e r. 
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| by light and temporary puniſheaiits to ſhun eternal | 
| torment, as to bind the hands of ſuch diſtracted peo- 
ple as would otherwiſe tear their own fleſh, and be 
their own. murderers. Being defirous therefore of 
doing all in their pow er to check thoſe ſins which = 
were become publickly offenſive ; they readily join- 
ed with ſome Gentlemen, who under the authority | 
N Government, endeavoured to bring about a pub- 
* Reformation. Hereupon they began to give | 
punctual information to the Magiſtrates of thoſe 
public acts of Debauchery and Profaneneſs which 
Ee they obſerved to be committed, by perſons hardened 
in their Sins. Confining themſelves ſtrictly to the 
rule of the Law, and teſtifying by the moſt pruden- 
„„ methods the unblameableneſs of their conduct 
before men, as they alſo laboured to o approve them- | 
1 to the all- ſecing God. 
But yet theſe endeavours of ſo general a good 
did not proceed without ſome difficulties : 
had, it world have been the. firſt time thot Virtua 
had been advanced with eaſe and imoothneſs, We 
muſt have concluded that either Virtue or Vice had 
loſt its nature, if the one could ſuppl- nt and de- 
throne the other w ithout conſiderable 
Vea, we might have thought that tile Devil had loſt 
bis envy at the good of Mr nkind, or that all his 
legions had been caſt iuto a deep ſleep; fl ould they 
have ſuffered ſuch a brave aſſault to be m ade upon 
the territories of darkneſs, without excr. | ing all the 
; power and intereſt they had to oppole it, It was 


4 8 L therefore 2 


ppofition. 


| if they 
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5 8 no o wonder at all, that the midday of , 
this divine work met with many difficulties to ſtrug- 
gle with, in the proſecution of it, In truth they 
not only experienced the rude aſlaults from the li- = 
centious and profligate, which they expected; but 
too often the brow-beatings and diſcouragements of 
5 ſuch as were bound y the awful b nd of an Oath, : 
and the divine truſt of Authority to do otherwiſe. = ;- 
85 T his reproach and oppoſition fell indeed principally 8 
= 5 upon the Societies for Reformation, who bent their | 
utmoſt endeavours from the firſt to ſuppreſs public 0 
Vices. Vet it was ſhared in of courſe, by the Re- 
| Tigions Societies above-mentioned, trom their willing- 
= nels to alliſt the former i in purſuit of ſo deſirable an 
end. The expreſs purpotes for which the latter aſ= _ 
” bociated (and which it is the ſole defign of this little 
Tract to recommend) were f promote. a due ſenſe of 
8 Rel, Zion in their own ſouls, and to revive that holy mi- 
our iu the ſerwice of God which becometh C hr Aians. | 
This however was enough to draw upon them 
: abuſe and ridicule, from thoſe who hving avithout 
God 775 the <vorld. themſelves, cannot Lay to ſee 
© others ſecking his favour, or the knowledge of his 5 
ways. Their Piety was of courſe called Hypocriſy, 
and their Chari ity, Olle entation. Thus it always 
was, and we are aſſure t ever Hall be, with thoſe 
who endeavour to Joe godly in Chriſt Feſtus. And 
our Lord himſelf gives the reaſon of tllis, when he 


ſays, i ye were of the World, the World would love 
ils own ; but becauſe ye are not of the World, therefore 


i n World bateth ou. 1 8 XV. 19. The 
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The triling cen or abſurd 3 which - 


1 and I, gnorance may bring againſt every 
thing that is re: ally go, can have no reply pre- 
pared for then, but the true Chriſtian Armour of 
Humility, Me neſs, und a Reſemblapce of our- 
bleſſod Saviour's Silence under revilings,—return- 11 85 
ing Bleſſing for Curfing, and thus overcoming evil with 
good. But as the Toll; ing Objections may ſtr ike 1 
even w.ll-diſpoſed and Jober e had deſerve k 
: ſerious anſwer. i 


1. It has been objeted to theſe Societies, that . 


there i is a danger of Schiſin and Di fention by their 5 


5 weekly meetings, and conſe: ming togethc er about re- 
_ ligious matters. 


They aniw er, 1. That 1 no per "BA do more pro- EE 


feſſedly own the de ctrine and conſtituitun of the _ 

Church of England than theinſelves, deſiring 4. 
ways in their practice to be found conformable there- 

to: And that none do more fincercly reverence and 

. eſteem the eſtabliſhed Miviſtry, nor more conſtantly 


and reverently attend upon the p iHlic ordinances. 


22. That as all controverſial points are forbidden 
DE their orders, to be meddled with in their con- 
| ferences ; (becauſe their only deſign. is to promote 
practical He lineſs) ſo in reading the Holy Scripture . 
| they have recourſe to Dr. Hammond's (or Mr. 
Burkitt' s) Exp fition, or to ſome cther Author 
recommended by their Miniſters, —3. They appeal 
to the ſentiments of all good people, whether their 


reading of the Word of God with the moſt orthodox 
. eee . 


. 5 1 


A Repolicors, l praying all fnging Palme to- 85 

gether, with their exhorting, reproving and en- 
couraging one another in their ſpiritual warfare, 
have any tendency in reafon, or in the nature of 
things, to make Schiſmatics. —4. The conftitution, 8 
deſi gn and orders of theſe Societies, have been ap- 


proved by divers eminent Divines of the Church 


of England; and among them, by our late moſt 
Reverend Primate, Archbiſhop Ti lotfon, who after 

e had examined their Orders and the trifling ob- | 
jections that were made againſt them by ſome per- . 
ſons, declared it as his opinion publicly, and ä 
: ſeveral occaſions, 55 That 88855 Societies were 4 men, 5 


2 zo onr Church.” „„ 


„ ſuch as ſooneſt that there 18 + blot of Pt 
 Goiritual pride in theſe Socicties, by their making 5 
A particular and ſpecial profeſſion of Religion, __:.- 
: being thought more holy than others: they reply, . 
1. That they cannot think it warrantable to onnt 
any part of their Chiiſtian Duty for fear of ſpiritual 
Pride, or ſeeming holier than others : fince then for 
the ſame reaſon they might omit the aue. — 2. That 
there is hardly any Duty without its correſpondent 
Danger; but that it is the part of Chriſtian Prudence 
to erte the Duty, and carefully to guard againſt 
the Danger. This is their conſt nt endeavour ; and 
the expreſs object of that Exhortation to Humility 
which may be ſeen among their Devotions. The 2 
Path of a Chriſtian may always be compared to the 
W 99 0 to that 6 mentioned by the Angel in 2 Eſdras 
vn. 


1 


= 3 vii. "TR « A Cit is | Builded 400 for agen a bread fa, e 
IE and i is full of all good things: The entrance thereof i is. | 
narrow, and i is ſet in a dangerous place to fall, like as 
1 there vere a fire on the right hand, and on the left . 
5 - deep avater : And one only path between them both, even 
65 rucen the fire aud the water, ſo ſmall that there could 5 
1 but one man. go there at once. Mt this City noau were 1 
given 10 a Man for his inheritance, if he Hall never paſs _ 
=" >, danger fet before it, how ſhall he receive this inhe= 
; ” trance? 7 —3. That it is indeed a due ſenſe of their 
- Infirmities which induces them to unite into Societies 
e (ſince two are better than one, many than few) 208 
5 knowing that the difficulties are very many, and very 
- _ preat which they muſt encounter in their paſſage 
towards eternal Life : : and that ſuch is the degene=- 
| 8 85 racy of Chriſtians i in theſe latter davs, that through 
the Proſancneſs of ſome, and the Eokewariret and... 
Cowardice of others, they ſhould but ſeldom meet 7 
with ſuch converſation as is highly expedient for the 
5 keeping up a due Warmth and Lile in ſpiritual 5 
. things; were it not for thoſe frequent conferences, 
and pious exerciſes which are (with mm effect) ſet 5 
= WP by theſe Societies, — 
III. Whereas it has been 88 objetted; that 
| theſe Societies are a needleſs refining upon a reform : 


ed Church. To this the ey humbly reply, —1. That 
they have not learnt, that the reading of God's 

| Word, and other eſteemed religious books together, 
and conferring on the practical parts of Religion, 


in order to a more holy conduct hath at any time, 


— 
— — p c — 
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1) 


5 : "= ws men, been thought prejudicial to a... | 


Church of Chriſt. On the contrary, our beſt Die- 
| vines recommend theſe things both from the Pul- i 


pit and the Preſs, as the beſt expedients to ſupport : 
and adorn our reformed. Church, and render it 
| worthy of that venerable Name.—2. If it be meant . 
_ that they pretend to reform her Doctrine, or quar- _ 
rel with her Government, they utterly | diſclaim any 
ſuch intention: but if it be meant, that they deſire 
„„ refine and reform themſelves, ſo as to come nearer - -- 
. to her Purity of Doctrine than ſome others do, > 
| Who ſhelter their profane curelefs lives under u pre- 
_ tended attachment to the Church: they own this, 
and muſt adhere to it, not doubting but they ſhall F_ 
have the ee, of all 0 ie, that ON may 1 


ſo do.“ 5 


E 


| Vpon the bete we may 3 that theſe 80. 
Teleties are neither in any degree againſt the Word 
of God, nor the Laws of Man. On the contrary, 
all thoſe texts of Scripture which recommend reli- - 
gious converſation and mutual exbortations among 
Chriſtians, ate clearly in their favour. - They ace 
3 manifeſtly conducive to God's Glory, the Salvation 
: of Men, and the public Intereſts of our Church and 
CO Nation: they are agreeable to the primitive practice | 


5 5 of 


n See a form of prayer for this purpoſe, the aft of the 
os occaſional Prayers Ln to the Nu v W WHOLE 225 TY? 
£4 er Man. . 


the 
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. yen," T never yet met x ith One Member of any of 
e 


* the benefit reaped irom them. I have ſeveral 


times put the queſtion to them on their fick and 
dying beds, whether they then approved or diſap= 
proved of what they had done in theſc Societies? 


4 and 


£6: 
C6 © 


64 


Ca) 


at ths beſt. Chriſtians, and decuy tend to revive | 
' Yomething g of their Primitive Purity and Zeal for 
Religion, together W ith. their 0 and * : 
5 Works. 8 fr WES | E ; 
10 thoſe * ho are now invited to uſe theſe i means . 
of mutual Edification, it may be a great ſatisfa action 
to learn, that this is by no means a new Experiment, - 
but that the plan has been already tried, not only in 
| | London, but! in many parts of the kingdom, with N. 
1 bundant ſucceſs, It has been a means of conveying = 
much uſeful inſtruction to the low cr ranks of people, by 
FL (fince 1 its benefits 1 may be telt, where only one perſon 
, Society of fix or eight, i is able to reud to then ref ſt). 
and much Comfort and Edi fication to all who } nave 
adopted it, from a fincere defite to ſeek the 


of their ſouls, and to flee from the * rath to come. — 


Dr. Woodward ſays thus from bis own end 
knowledge, and with theſe decifive teſtimonics! In 
their favour we may conclude. +. « Many of them 
« have in my hearing, praiſed God, that ever they 
4 were acquainted. with theic Chr iſtian Aſſociates ;. 


e Ant have OW ned, that their kvow ledge of God, 
1 


and conver fion to bim, were occaſioned t th hereby: 


theſe Societies, who did not greatly praite God for 


+ P. 105. 


Lalvation i 
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cu) 


© and they have. . ed i me, a it afforded | 


them great joy and ſatisfaction ; praying a 3 F 


for the advancement of them.“ | | 
TY Many of our Miniſters have found by e ex- . 


0 perience, as they have aſſured me, that the plant- . N 

ing of one of theſe Societies in their Pariſh, has 1 
been a means of enlarging their Congregations and 5 

Com munions to a very great increaſe; and not 

| only fo, but of introducing a more devout deport- 

* ment in all public Ordinances. So that it is greatly 355 
to be wiſhed, that every parochial. Miniſter would 2 : 
endeavour t to erect a Society of this nature in his => 
Pariſh ; 3 WW hich he might do if he could but find Ts 
two © or three young men or houſe-keepers | in it, of . 
pious inclinations and a ſober life, (and if ſuch a |, 
number as this cannot be found in any place, it is 
worſe than Sodom) and he may begin a Society = 
with theſe, as many of thoſe which are NOW nu- 
merous began at firſt, till more be added to them 
by the Grace of God. A thing of this kind hear- 8 
tily undertaken for the Glory of God, and attend- 5 : 

* ed with Prayer, e and Patience, could |} 
hardly miſcarry.”” * « Theſe perſons knowing en] 
each other's manner of life, and their particular 1 
frailties and temptations, partly by their familiar 
„ converſation, and partly from their own experi- 
ence, can much better inſpect, admoniſh, and 


guard each other than the moſt careful Miniſter |} 
4 


uſually can. And 1 haue often obſerved, that 
Hs | ah they 


+ 5 = 5. 80. 


1 


ler 
hat 
ey 
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* 


« and conſequently more effectually to one another, 


than more learned perſons ordinarily do. And 
cc 
40 
ED of | 
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ity bank's more 6 fuledbly' to ek others capacity — 7 


beſides, they can more freely aſk and debate their 


queries one among another; more frequently 


have recourſe, and more familiarly open their 


minds to one another, than with ſuch as are not 


of ſuch familiar acquaintance, or a rank ſupe- 
* rior to them, And thus thoſe vacant hours will 8 
« be delightfully and profitably | ſpent in pious : 
ths & converſation one with another, which in other 
company might be to their corruption and ruin. 5 
4-80: there are ſome particular benefits of pious con- 15 
e ference which are not otherwiſe ſo conveniently 
208 provided for, and cannot be ſuppoſed to be ſo ef- 0 
4 fectually produced. We have ſeen a holy zeal 
« and delight 1 in all the Ordinances of God advan- 5 
s ced thereby to that degree, that they have eſteem- 
ed the returns of public Prayer, Praiſe, Sermons, 
and Sacraments, as the moſt ineſtimable advanta- 
Te 


ges of this lower world; and their lives have been 


ſuitably fruitful of all good works. So that if it ; 

„ Were with my laſt breath, T could not but recom- 
„mend the advantages of ſuch Religious Society 
„ 29 all people, eſpecially our Y outh, having know R 


IT their uſetulneſs by a long and comfortable Expe- | 
rience, through the Grace and Mercy of God, EN 
: the Author of all Good. . 


3 


(4) 


0: B. The Nele which follow; ad are 1 now pro- | 


_ poſed for the conſideration of any who way be wil- 


ling to meet in a little priv ate Society, are not exactly 1 


the ſame as thoſe in Dr. Woodward's Account. All 
that related to their attempts at public Reformation 
| is here omitted, and the ixth and xth Rules are now- 
firſt added.- 
would be very expedicnt, and much promote the 5 
pious deſign of theſe Soci ties, that each ſhould | 


cChuſe ſome Miniſter as the qirector or viſitor of it; 


who may frequently be preſent at their afewblics, 


l preſerve order, exc ite zeal, and reſolve doubts, 55 
1 That ofhce is therefore ſuppoſed in theſe Ri les to 


- be exerciſed by ſome Clergyman of the Eftabliſh- 


5 ment, who may occaliunally meet the Society, and | 
be allowed alſo to reccommend new Members, and _ 
ſuch religious Bo ks as may be moſt conducive oy 
: Edification-—— lt ſeems | adviſeable. that married — 


men and women meet together; 111 gle men Ly them 
ſelves; and ſingle women either w th the married 
Women or x. by. themſelves, . l 


RULEs 


It has been recommended, as what . 


| Rot), '$ 515 ſole def ign = BY Society; is to 


| lite: t every member of it, is to have this continually 


promote real holineſs in heart and 


in view, tiuſting! in the divine power, and gracious 


| conduct of the Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jeſus 
1 Chriſt to excite, advance, and perfect all good in us. 
Rurx II. That in order to the being of one heart 
1 and mind, and to prevent all things which gender 
| ſtriſes, as well as to remove il occafions of offence 
from being taken aguinſt this Society, no perſon | 18 
to be admitted a. member, or allow ed to continue 
= ſack, who is a member of any other. Meeting or 
| Society, or a follower of any other preaching than 
that of the eſtabli ſhed Church of England. | 
RuLt III. That the number of members be not 
more than twelve, nor leſs than five. And (this So- 
ciety meeting under the direction of ſome Clergy- 
man of the Eſtabliſhment) that no new member be 
. C2 Ace. 


(a) 


| admitted, Sn upon ls nation of the faid 
director, with the conſent of the majority of the 
members. And that ſuch recommendation be made 

at leaſt one month before admittance, in order that 
the Society 957 obſerve the conduct of the y_ 

: propoſed, | | . 5 
RuULER IV. That the N of ahis Society | 
meet together one e in a weck, at—0 "Cocks: 
at a convenient Place, T7 Een, EE 


Route V. That every member's give confine: at⸗ 


. tendance, and be preſent at the hour of meeting | 
e preciſely, And that whoever abſents himfelf four 


155 meetings together, without giving a ſatisfactory „ 
count to the Society, ſhall be looked upon as diſ- 


affected to the purpoſe of their meeting , and defirous 3 5 


to withdraw himſelf from them 

RuLe VI. That to prevent confuſion, no perſon. 
be removed from this Society, but with the conſent 
of the director and of the whole Society. That a 
diſorderly carriage, * or a proud contentious, diſ- 


8 . 


= * By this is meant, not only the groſs commiſſion of 
ſcandalous fins, but alſo what are eſteemed matters of lit- 
| tle moment in the eyes of the world; ſuch as a light uſe 


of the words Lokp, Gop, Jxsus, &c. in ordinary con- 


verſation, (which cannot be interpreted but as an evi- 
_ dence of the want of God's preſence in the heart)—the _ 
doing of needleſs buſineſs on the Lord's Day neglect of 
the Sacrament—or the frequenting of ale-houſes or ta» 
verns without neceſſary buſineſs, &C 


Tn. 


puting temper, he greateſt adverſary to „chien ” 
love and peace, be Tufbiciens e for ſuch | re- = 
ering | 9 8 | 1 


RurE VII. That att: the members e in i 


the ſad effects of vanity and amuſements over the 
— nation, do i in charity to the ſouls of others, a as well un 
8 to avoid the danger of ſuch things themſelves, ey 
look upon themſelves as obliged to uſe peculiar cau- 
tion, with reſpect to many of the uſual amuſements, 
how ever innocent they may be, or may be thought 5 
CS be i in themſelves ; 3 ſuch as cards, dancings, CINDs :- 
- for entertainment, play- houſes, &c. leſt by joining 95 — 
berein they ſhould be a hindrance to themſelves or — 
their neighbours. Te. | | | 


Rur VIII. That every e = . 


| himſelf as peculiarly obliged to live in an inoffenfive FE. 
and orderly. manner, to the glory of God, and the 
- edith. ing bis neighbour. That he ſtudy to advance by 
in himſelf and others, humility, faith | in our Lord 
, "Jeſus Chriſt, love to God and Man, Goſpel repen- — 
tance and new obe dience, wherein Chriſtian edifica- 
tion conſiſts, | And that 1 In all his converſation here- 8 
upon he ſtick c| 'ole to the plain and obvious ſenſe f 
the holy Scriptures, e refully avoiding all niceties 8 


and refinements upon N 
RvuLe IX. That, in order that hs Zeal. of the | 


| members of this Society may be according to Know- . 
ledge, part of the time of each meeting, be employ- 


ed in reading the holy Seriptures with an eſteemed 


rene or ſome other religious book l 


Eh DS by 


2 


- 3 the ed 14 che FN OWL in \ converſing 


together upon what has been read, or o her edifying : 
9 ſubjects according to the Regulations ſubjoined. _ 

Kurz X. That each member contribute a 
. in order to defray the expence of a room to 
purchaſe books and to give to ſuch poor pom 95 


= 5 4 as ſhall appear proper objects of Charity. VVT 
Rur XI. That theſe Rules be read over, at leaſt 
6 four times in the year; and that with ſuch deliber - 


| tion that each member 185 have time to examine 55 
| himſelf by meas.” | = 


| _ Rvrx XII. That the members of this Society eds 8 
"x meekly and humbly Join together in x Prayer, go > 


5 — to the 5 forms. : 


: 77 Tex the — is come HY bt theſe Sentences be 5 
read, eve! mp4 one . 


| | Gon is very Fg to be ta in the aſſemblies 
of his ſaints, and to be had in reverence by all that 5 


5 A are round about him. Plalm xxx. 8. 


| * Fee theſe Regulations at men, e 


+ This Sum : at the moſt, needs not ted a few pence : 


be 


ö nd it may be reduced to nothing, where one of the | 


members can furniſh the reſt with the ule of a room = 


where the books to be read are lent or given by the 


Miniſter who preſides and where the poverty of the 


members is ſuch as to ens them from giving Alms to 
others. | | Ts 


31 }:* 


- Daw is a en 114% fs and patient, and 


- A God! 1s provoked every day. Pfalm vii. 12. 
 _ Gov. vill bring every work into judgment, with 1 
every ſecret thing, whether it be 1 or Whether — 


it be evil. . 


He that covereth his ſins ſhall not np but 1 
OT he: that confeſſeth and forſaketh | them tall have | 
5 mercy. Prov. xxviii. 13. _ - os” 
Ir any man ſin, we FJ an advocate With the 1 


1 Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he | 1s s the | 
" for our fins. 1 John ii. 1, 2. - 
O come let us worſhip, and fall down, 5 kneel 

| before the Lord our Maker. Pfalm xc. ES 


8 


7505 | Hall be ; faid one or more. ' of . cite 7 

Ons all kneeling, | , 
3 us, O Lord, in all our 8 with thy : 
moſt gracious favour, and further us with thy con- 
| tinual help ; - that. in all our works, begun, conti- 


55 nued, and ended i in thee, we may glorify thy holy 1 
: - | Name, and finally by thy mercy obtain everlaſting | TR 
1 I 18 N Chriſt! our Lord. e „ 


| On, Lond w bs ugh cauſet al holy Scrip- 3 
tures to be written for our learning; grant that we 


may in ſuch wiſe hear them, reud, mark, learn, and 


5 inwardly digeſt them, that | y patience and comfort | 


of thy holy word, we may embrace and ever hold 
fkaſt the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, which thou . 


. haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


5 EY 'P. 


-S: Gov, Joralinrch 6 as without thee we are "hot 85 


. _— to pleaſe thee ; mercifully gran, that thy Holy 2 


IR Spirit may in all things direct and rule. our dean, 
| "FN. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, | 


x Far all join in «bl; e e, e 
85 AM & God, Father of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, : 
| Maker of all things, Jud ge of: all men; we acknow- 


ledge and bewail our manifold ſins cd wickedneſs, | 
: which we from time to time moſt grievouſſy have 


committed, by thought, word, and deed, againſt 


Es ; thy Divine Majeſty, pr ovoking moſt juſt'y thy wrath _ 


and indignation againſt us. We do earneſtly re- 
pent and are heartily ſorry tor theſe our miſdoings : "= 
- the remembr:. nce of them is grievous unto us: the = 
burden of them is intolerable. 5 Have merey upon 8 
ut, have mercy upon us, moſt mereiful Father: 
for thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chrilt's ſake, forgive 
us all that is paſt: and grant that we may ever 
| hereafter ſerve and pleaſe the2 in newnels of life; 


15 «hes honour and glory of thy Name, through | 
5 _ Chriſt our Lord. Amen. =p 


Ty RY an eretlaſting God, Shs bateſt : no- 
5 thing that thou baſt made, anc d doſt forgive the ſins - 
of all them that are p'n1itent ; Þ create and make in us 
: new and contrite hearts, that we w orthily lamenting . 
our fi. s, and acknowledging our wretchednels, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect re- 
miſſion and for giveneis, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Tad. Amen. 5 b Dur 


THz 


ov Father which art in n heaven, ce. : oy 5 


— 


: UE th fo Bong 1 Pr F ayer, or 12 10 e 4 1 1 


= religious Societies in London, may be uſed alone. 


0 MosT holy and bleſſed God, the.Creator, Go- 


5 vernor and Judge of all! who hateſt falſhood and 5 
5 hypocriſy, and wilt not accept the prayer of feigned — 
lips; 1 but baſt promiſed. to ſhew mercy to ſuch as 
turn unto thee by true faith and repentance ; vouch- 
fafe, we pray thee, to create in us clean and upright ; | 
pearts, through an unfcigned faith in thy Son our 5 
Dy Saviour, 180 us indeed eee thame and con- e 

fuſion of face ; we are not worthy to litt up our Rs 

eyes or our voice towards heaven; our natures are 

depraved, and our ways have been perverſe before Do” 
. thee, O let not thy wrath riſe againſt us, leſt we be 
conſumed in a moment; but vouchſaſe to pardon 

And purify us through thine all- ſuff cient grace and 
mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: ſince it hath plea= _ 

fed thee to offer him up as a ſacrifice for finners, 
vouchſafe, we be ſeech thee, to clo anſe us from all 
iniquity through his blood. We believe that he is 
able to fave to the uttermoſt thoſe w ho come unto. 
| thee by him; and we do earneltly defire to embrace 
him as our Prince and Saviour; O give us repen- 
tance and remiſſion of ſins through bis Name. All 


we like ſheep have gone aſtray, every one in his 


own way ; good Lord, bring us back into thy fold 
through this great Shepherd: of our r ſouls, and be 


pleaſed 


= 


eee to 17 7 on \ kim the iniquity of us 4. And 
as we have much to be forgiven, be pleaſed to in- 
_ cline our hearts to love thee much, who forgiveſt L 
iniquity, traſgreſſion, and ſin. Give us that faitn 
which worketh by love, and ſuch love as will con- 
ſtrain us to have regard to all thy commandments. 
And make us to look carefully to all our ways, that 
Ve may never again do any thing, whereby thy 
„ Name "_ be blaſphdnicd, or "thine e 5 
1 e 5 . 


Sie us the 3 humility, without w kick” we 


can never be accepted of thee, our infinitely condef- 8 
cending God: make us continually to tread in the 2 


| ſteps of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour ſeſus Chrift 


being of a meck and quiet ſp:rit, always influenced 
by the higheſt love of thee our God, and by the 


moſt charitable diſpoſi tion towards all mankind. 


Voochſafe to endue us with the faving FRO TA 
85 of ſpiritual things, that we may receive all thy truths _ 
iin the love of them, in all patience, purity, juſtice, _ 
| temperance, godlineſs, and br otherly kindreſs ; that _ 1 5 
we may adorn our holy profeſſion, and reſemble the 
divine goodneſs of thee our heavenly. Fathe r.— And 
5 ſince we are nat only weak and frail, but corr upt . 
and ſinful, vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep. us by the 
power of thy Holy 8 pirit, that we may not fall from 
our avowed ſtedfaſtnels 1 in all Chiäſtian. duty. Pre- 
; ſerve us from all the fin and vanity to which our 
088; condition, and nature are prone, and to W hich 


the dev il and this wor rid may at any time tempt us. 


8 lorify, 


| T 3 oy : 
e 0 God, 5 Qrength in our : wenkinefd, | 


L : " grace in our pe Uu tion, and thy mercy in our 5 


ſalvation. May our holy Religion be grounded 


7 and ſettled 1 in our hearts, that out 6! the good trea- 1 
N ſure of a gr acious heart, our ſpeec h may. be edify\ ing NEE 
and our converſation as becometh Ch: iſtians : that 


e may be fruitful in all good works, even to our EE 
| old age, and o our * it day. 


Fit us, we pray the e, tor every fate a Uſe into 5 


ch thy Pi rovidence. Ml caſt u. ; proſper our : 
. lawtul undert- kin 853 preſerve. us night and day, 
5 and prepare us for an hopeful death and a "We | 


han fl %%% «᷑ VVK. FI Es 
Be pleaſed, we : beſo ech this; to bleſs all thoſe 8o- 


- cicties, * ho 1 In tr ut. % 8 apy ly their he arts to thy fer- 
vice ani glory; ; we pray thee to ſtrengrhen, eſta- 
: bliſh, and ſeitie both them and us in thy holy 
faith, fear, an d love. Let nothing in this world 


dil courage us fro; 11 the purſuit of tl oſe holy pur- | 


: poſes, which thy 5; irit h th at any time put into 
dur bearts and mitt . 15 But make us all ta uthtul to | 
| thee our avoned. God avd deſired portion, even 
unto death; that we may at laſt (with thy w hole ; 5 
Caurel 1) be partakers of that eternal life and per- = 
fect blits which thou haſt promiſed thre ugh Jeſus 

Chrift, thy only begotten vos our Mediator and £ 

= Redeciner 4 Amen, | | 


156) 


7 5 4 ru, or . may now be fot and «portion of 5. 


| Scripture r. read, or 64 Jo 8 8 Book. 


. Then ae * time we ſhent in Keen and edifying — 5 
1 3 ; the following Exbortation to ag 


may ( occaſi, onally ) be read. 


6 EY - Brethren, fince . great God has often - = 
8 ſured us in his holy word, that he av/ll ref, 72 the proud, 5 
aud give grace to the humble. James ive. Feb... 
Fs „ Let us; conſider that all our undertakings, : 
the ugh 1 never 10.0 od, w ill fail and come to nought, 2 
unleſs we be truly and deeply humble. Luke 51 
115 Indecd it cannot be otherw iſe ; becauſe the . 
5 proud perſon quits his reliz .nce on God to reſt in 15 


himſclf; wich is to exchan ge a rock for a reed. 


Alas! wh at are we poor empty things ! ! Gen. 5 
ii, 10. NY ea, W at is w orſe, we are condemned 
- periſhing ſinners, we have perhaps unde! rNanding 8 
| Gr bur God can ſoon turn it into madneſs, | Dan. [HT 
41. W Ee yy have ſome attainments in gr ace, „ 
; _ {piritual price will wither all, and ſoon reduce 
us to a very profligate and wretched ſtate. If. lxvi. 


2 ſuch as we have ſeen others fall into, who have 


= begun | in the e Spirit, and ended in the fleſh. What 
Hadi abe, that «we have 10t rec vived ? 1 Car. EY 7. And 


even that, he who gave t, may as ſoon take away. 


We that are young in ye ears, and younger in Ms 


in grace. 1 Tim. ii. 6.] are in danger of ſelf- con- 


ceit, and of being puffed up; which is a quickſend f 
in which thouſands have been ſwallow ed up and 
ü pPeriſhed. 


e UE. I 


in) 


7 TY 111 is not in vain that the Apoſtle requires, 
that young men be exhorted to be ſober minded. 
Tit. ji. 6, Prov. xvi. 18, which he elſewhere „„ 

105 plains. when he ſays, let 10 man think of himſelf more 1 
. hight ly ly than he ought ! to think, bas think oy 90 Rom. © 1 ; 
. Iſa. XV. 12, 13. ST 
+ pride the angels fell from * 1 | Tim. i . 
5 6. And if ever we climb up to thoſe bleſled ſeats 
= from which they are fallen, it muſt be by the gra- | 
PE, cious ſteps of Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind. 
. 5 Luke XV. 4 4. Wherefore ht him that thinketh he 55 
| Pandeth, take heed eff be fall. 1 Cor. x, 12. Let us 
walk humbly with our God, and with all men; and 
ever have lowly thoughts of our vile ſelves. Rom, 
oi. 20. and of our poor attainments, and of our de- 
. fective performances: and with St. Paul, (who was . 
Im nothing behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles) let us 
5 wen he 1 am 5 2 Cor. xii, 18 


"7 gener 2 . von. . 
Aluiehry Gov, whoſe kingdom and power bs. 


" univerſal; vouchſafe, we pray thee, to defend and 
proſper thy whole Church; and ſo diſpoſe the 
heart of thy ſervant George, our King and Gover- 
i nor, that he may ever ſeek thy honour and glory. 
And grant to his Whole Council, and to all in autho- 
| rity under bim, that they may truly and indif- 
, ferently miniſter juſtice, to the ſuppreſſing of thoſe 
vices which reign amongſt us, and to reviving true 
religion and concord, And grant that all our Pi- 


ZE ; . oe a ; I 75 ; 
D „ 


035 


; IT 4 Py 18 Paſtors, may bs effectually 8 
nated by the knowledge of thy word, that by their : 


| Holy lives, and ſound doctrine, "oO may « conve nt 
many to righteouſneſs. : 8 


: And to all the people of theſe nations, be eaſed on 
to give thy beavenly grace, that they may live in thy 
faith and fear, in obedience to ORFs; and in 1 
„„ Godly love towards each other. 5 5 
— Finally, we recommend to thy farberly good- 
. . all thoſe that are afflicted in mind, body, or 
f ceſtate, eſpecially ſuch as ſuffer for righteouſneſs 15 
..* ſake; ... O Lord, relieve. them according to their 
* l neceſſities, give them patience under their 1 
. ſufferings, and a happy iſſue out of all their afflic- | 
. tions; all which we beg in the Name and Mediation | 
I, = 2 85 Chriſt our Saviour. yp ”_ 


—— 


2 , 


. 0 Mos T merciful God, the F 5 5 of our 3 = 
e Jeſus Cl iriſt, the inexhauſtible Fountain of Good- 
: neſs, we humbly pris thy Name for all thy mer- 
cies vouchſafed to us. We praiſe thee, that thou 
SY madeſt us reaſonable creatures; ; that we were born - 
ina chriſtian land ; ; and that ve were early brought . 
into thy gracious covenant. We bleſs thee for all 
the advantages of education ; for all the beuefits 8 
I good examples, and of ſeaſonable counſel and re- „ 
proof: For all the comfort we have had in any re- 
lation, friend, or enjoyment, and for the comfortable | 


: uſe of all wt ron Creatures. 


_ 


CNY 


We n thes for all the 7 of affliction; * 


. for thy merciful ſupport 1 in trouble, and thy gracious DEN, 

: deliverances from evil. nn 45 — 
1 We bleſs thy Name tor our e wealth for e 
our neceſſary food, for our peaceable habitations, 85 

N and for that meaſure of outward things which my ; 

Ts bounty hath diſpenſed . Ct 8 
But above all, we bleſs od praiſe thy 8 now, * 
. (and deſire to magnify thy mercy for ev er) for our ee 
. demption by the blood of thy beloved Son; and that . 
hon haſt ordained means of eternal life through him. Pl 
We praiſe thee for thy covenant of life as peace; 

> os thy word and ſacraments; 3 for the operations of 5 

| thine Holy Spirit, and for any evidence or hope of : 
thy favour towards us, who are leſs than the leaſt 1 
of thy mercies. = EO | = 


Me bleſs 8 O God, for thy patience towards = 


_ us, for thy many calls and warnings to us, for all 5 
means we have of attainin g a knowledge of Thee, 10 
and of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, eſpecially for the op- 
portunities of thus meeting together for our mutual 
© _edification : grant that we may duly jooſi by.1 ſach a 
3 diſtinguiſhed bleflings and advantages. | 


Set home, we beſeech thee, a due and conſtant 


ſenſe of theſe and all thy mercies upon our „ 

* and make us all to live to the praiſe of thee (the God Ee, 
To of all mercies) all our days, through Jeſus Chriſt 

our Lord; to whom with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, 

be all bleſſing, honour, glory and power aſcribed £ 


by angels and men for evermore, Amen. 5 


2 „„ The 


TC) 


" Pa 8 Ka our Lord Jeſus bnd, and ths hos 


| | ET of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be — 


5 with u us all evermore. Amen. 


— 


. B. 4 wariety ns cello . of 8 ak aſi 2 
. to the uſe of the * may be he frond i = - 


| JenKs's o Davorroxs. 8 


0 eneral Regulation for religions clue. 


1 7; That ihe „ be 3 upon with 3 


1 prepared heart, expecting through divine grace, 


1 receive improvement in — nen, felf- N 


5 conviction, and edification. 


II. That the Converſation be introduced and © 


5 3 with Prayer. 


III. That they ſpeak 3 wo 1 open their . : 


. earts as far as their © own caſe « or r that of en may 


5 require. 5 


| IV. That they 1 Pp conceit in a delivering 
their ſentiments, and of diffdence | in Fg afrai d to 


= Z ſpeak "gy VR 


In, 2 That i in the Spirit of a 4 3 = 


5 counting others better than themſelves, they * T- 
warn each other of their faults, freely and afetion- RS 

| ately, examining every thing ihm, 
VI. That the Converſation be 1 1 


Nate of each c other ; 3 and that all prying — | 
| be excluded. | | 


VII. . | 


. * 


e That each perſon be alone: to peak i. in 1 
turn, and that as briefly as poſlible ; but that none 
de interrupted whilſt ſpeaking. 1 hs 
VIII. That, if any Member have obſerved uy 
thing unbecoming or ſuſpicious in the conduct "= 
Te | another, he be free in mentioning ſuch ſuſpicions ; ; 
and that the perſon ſpoken to be as ready to an- 
|--- Bip er, either to explzin the reaſon of ſuch conduct, 5 
or to take ſh me for it if wrong. FO, 
"IX; That each perſon do carefu ith < examine and | 8 
. watch over his own heart, that no diſguſt be taken n 
5 gaga inſt any who have ſpoken freely to his caſe, ar- - MY 
5 may ſeem to have more . or erperienes = - 
: than himſelf. „ | x 
X. That chey often aſk 4 own aw whether _ 5 
| " bave a defire to come to ſuch OO —_ 5 N 
3 verſation? ? and if not—why 5 


. That afterwards each perſon carefully recol- : 


1 lect and endeavour to improve the converſation. „„ 


5 XII. That what 2 es in ſueb | converſation be 
1 irulged elſewhere, = 


"TS 3 


5 They falling ewe Ae by the Rev. Mr. 7 
| Wall er of Truro, to a religlous Society in his P ariſh, . 


admira ly diſplays the purpoſes of ſuch an Inflitution, 


| ; g 2 1 RT: Ow every Member ought to purſue. = 7 


, —— 


* — 


1 


Von expect that 1 tay before 1 you the n of „ 


=_ -- hi Society, and give you OT” cautions concerning 


The deſign is threcfold: 1. To glrify God. e 


. 0 be quickened and AG ou;ſelves. 3. 
. To render us more uſeful among our neighbours. 8 


WR As a Soctety, we ſhall be better able to glorify ” 9 | 
1 God; for hereby we bear a more evident teſtimony „„ 


to the cauſe of Chriſt, and. make a more avowed. 
_ confeſſion of him and his words in theſe evil days, | 
N than we could when we were ſeparate. . | 


Every one of you deſires that the kingdom 14 * 


Jeſus Chriſt were more eſt. bliſhed, and more ho- 


nourable in the world than it is, and you join your e 


; hand with others in promoting ſo defirable : an end. ; 
Aale theſe cautions for this purpoſe: e 
1. Look upon yourſelf as one effociates with 


others in vindication of your Maſter's bonour. e 
2. Never be aſnamed of bim or his doetrin, 1 1 
. ol this Saciety.. | | 


3. Demean Sith to every one as "TA kale; 

5 by walking in humility, meekneſs, heavenly- mind- 12 
edneſs and charity, after Chriſt's example. 
4. Keep yourſelf heedfully from all things which . 


may diſgrace your Maſter and thus Society; ſuch 1 


ca) 


a as pride ir in a conceit of your welt or attain- 
ments, or that you are a Member of this Society.— 
Valuine yourſelf upon any diſtinction in ſtution or 
5  wealta,—Siu king undcr a worldly frame,—or de- 
- clining into ul th and fed teneſs,—P; Fac diſing the leaſt. 
diſhoneſty, or con iviog, at the Ciſhe, cf of others. 
Making comp liances to ag did ſhuwe or to pro- 
mote worldly intereſt. F allug into ikewarmneſs. | 
and forgetting your fun bre. — h og 8 9. 
| dinances. 555 . | 


8. Often, eſpecially before and after gr eat tte 


5 reſet that you belong to a —_— W lor - 
— promoting the hes of Chriſt, - 


II. The tecond «i gn of this 8 5 is __ 5 s 


quickened and confirme a ourſelves. For hereby we 
hall be better able to m. antain the war againſt our 
enemies, eſpecially againſt the w orld, and to grow 
in grece; ſeeing in this aſſociation we may expect | 
the Spirit to bleſs our exerciſes :—ſhall bave the 
benefit of mutual advice and reproof:— ſhall be | 
more hardy to oppoſe the temptatic ns beſetting 1 
5 in this wicked world :—ſhall walk under Aa peculiar 8 
reſtraint, as being members of a religious Society. — 
And ſhall be aſſiſted by the prayers, as of one ano- | 
| ther, fo of all good men in the whole Ona 4 
Church. To this end : 


. Watch over one . in lone. i 
2. Be willing to hear of your {aults,. and of FER, 


fears and bath of theſe your friends ee 
vou. = 


a 


TS 


PP Be — avid any ied = to one ano- 


. 8 and if any ariſcs ! in you, without delay ell = 
the party, and if that avail not tell the Director. 


= Defire the prayers one of another, and pray 5 


5 for one another. _ 


8. Be ſire you reſt not on your benz a e 
05 this e ee to cat off felf- 
1. dep- ndence. 1 N 


6. Watch the leaſt deny of haves to „ Chritt, or of = f 


| zeal for his honour and the good of jouls. V 
N Confirm continually vpon your heart the b 
| des you lie under & 48 4 Member of a religious 
0 Society. Os „ : | 
III. The third deſign « of {alin Shots © is to render , 
us more uſeful among our neighbours. —Hereby we 
are more obſerrable.— People will not be ſo caſily 


quiet in their ſins.— Good exampl- s carry a brighter 5 


and more convincing 5 confounding the works . 


5 of darkneſs. To this end, 


44 Be careful to ſer 4 clriſtian example before | 
the world. P 07 


„ Think t not to 5 gain any by wiking compliances. 


Ya Diſcountenance all ſuch things as you ſee - 
5 prejudicial to others, ſuch as taverns, ale- houſes, 8 


5 gaming, and many 8 which” are *delructive to 5 


| ED fouls. = 


4. Shew all love to mens Fans and bodies; „ 

5. Avoid all diſputings. which proceed from 

; ye and nurſe contention and varlance. ä 
„ 


CEP 


TY 00 De: not t be. angry with thoſe who: 15 this 
Z och. but meekly and ſilently bear with them, . 


. Do not in your heart deſpiſe others, becauſe 
they are not Members ot this Society. 


8. Nor ſhew any valuing of yourſclres dne 


= you are. Never ſpeak of yourſelf as. a Member, : 
E unleſs with a view of doing others good, 


— 


MOTIVES. : . 
1 „Rent diſciples do more than nominal pro- 


5 N 5 


2. The Spirit will Fae 58 and ert) you. 8 | 
8 Vou will have the 0 of a quiet owe 


3 | ſeibnce, 5, 


4. You are engaged i in the moſt honourable OO” N 


bier. 85 : 2, Ws 
8. You will promote ihe Oe? i your Maſter, 5 


= 6. He will acknowledge your labours in the oy 5 
1 of his 0 As 8 i it. 1 . 


a Fe : 
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— CEIINS 


The following BOOKS 5 from worthy of being econ. 8 5 
a mended t to a 9 Hy . | : 


| Catechiſm 


| Arch-Biſhop 1 on St. Peter 5 = 
Biſhop Hall's Meditations 
a  _ Hopkins on the Covenants | 


—— — Sermons _. 


1 r . 5 Diſcourſes = 
Biſhop Beveridge's Private Thoughts | 
Biſhop Wilſon on the Lord's Supper 

5 Haweis's Spiritual Communicant 
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